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have done with that boldness for which I will stand
accountable to any of our little critics '. The
second occasion is much later, in an Epistle ' to Sir
Robert Howard, on his excellent poems *:

Of moral knowledge poesy was queen,

And still she might, had wanton wits not been;

Who, like ill guardians, lived themselves at large,

And, not content with that, debauch'd their charge. ,

Like some brave captain, your successful pen

Restores the exiled to her crown again :

And gives us hope that, having seen the days

When nothing fiourish'd but fanatic bays.

All will at length in this opinion rest.

' A sober prince's government is best '.

The doctrine of sobriety had gained on Dryden
since he took Virgil as his model, but already in the
poem of 1666, when he preferred the quatrain to the
couplet on the ground that it involved more trouble,
and therefore more care, in composition, he was
faithful to his ideal of sober elocution. Take these
stanzas from the description of the Great Fire
in London in Annus Mirabtlis:

A key of fire ran all along the sh.ore,

And lightened all the river with a blaze :

The waken'd tides began again to roar,
And wondering fish in shining waters gaze.

Old father Thames raised up his reverend head,
But fear'd the fate of Simois would return :

Deep in his ooze he sought his sedgy bed,
And shrunk his waters back unto his urn.

The fire, meantime, walks in a broader gross;

To either hand his wings he opens wide :
He wades the streets, and straight he reaches cross,

And plays his longing flames on th' other side.

The second of these stanzas is pure Latin:   the